EO 1 295^1 3.3(b)(1)>25Yrs 

CTNTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEIWY * PRIORITY 

Intelligence Information Cable ^ i 



DIST 22 AUGUST 1968 

COUNTRY: IT AL Y/ CZ ECHOSL OVA KiA 

DO I: 21 AUGUST 19 68 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN COMMUNIST LEADERS’ REACT IONS TO INVASION OF 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


1. THE SOVIET OCCUPATION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA CAUGHT THE 
LEADERSHIP OF THE ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY COMPLETELY BY SIPFRISE. 
DURING THE MORNING OF 21 AUGUST, A HASTILY CONVOKED MEETING OF 
THE DIREZIONE MET TO ISSUE A STATEMENT IN THE NAME OF THE 
POLITICAL BUREAU. ONLY TWO MEMBERS OF THIS LATER BCD Y WERE 
PRESENT, PIETRO INGRAO AND GIORGIO NAPOLETANO; ONGO, AMEND OLA, 
BERLINGUER, PAJETTA AND MACALUSO WERE ON VACATION. THE MEETING 
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'considered it essential to issue an immediate statement 

DISAPPROVING THi: .SOVIET MARCH INTO CZECHOSLOVAKIA,.! 


2. SOVIET OCCUPATION OF CZ ECHO SL. OVA KIA WAS CONDEMNED BY 
ALL CURRENTS IN THE PCI, INCLIDING EVEN THE REMAINING OLD 
STALINISTS. DEEP DEPRESSION AND WORRY REIGNED AT PCI . 

f m 

HEADQUARTERS OVER THE POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OF CZECH EVENTS, 
BOTH INTER NAT IONALLY AND IN ITALY. THE SOVIET ACTION CONDEMNS' 
THE DUBCEK COURSE WHICH THE PCI HAD SUPPORTED AND EXALTED 
AS THE FORERUNNER -OF AN "ITALIAN ROAD TO SOCIALISM," AMD BY 
IMPLICATION DAMNS PCI POLICIES OF THE LAST TWELVE YEARS. 
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